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CLUB NEWS 
The Rotary Club of Exmouth & District   March 2017 

Presidential Citation for RotaKids 

Rotary International Director Brian Stoyel  
attended Marpool Primary School, Exmouth 
on Wednesday 8th March to present a 
RotaKids Presidential Citation. ( A first for the 
South West). 
 
There are now 42 members of Exmouth & District Rotakids 
based at Marpool School, a 91% increase since the start of 
this year.   To be a RotaKid at Marpool School is a badge of 
honour to be worn with pride.  Thanks are due to members of 
our club and the enthusiasm of the school staff.    The success 
has resulted in interest from other schools and Exmouth Com-
munity College recognising the positive benefits which 
RotaKids bring.   More inside club news.   
  

Contents 

RotaKids achievements 

John Pankhurst Remembered 

Ruaha Conservation 

Rotary in Numbers 

Green Army at Wembley 

Purple Passion 

Inner Wheel Waie Inn 

Young Photographers 

The Last Night of the Proms 

Posters Evolution 



2 

 The Main Event 

Great news that the headline in this edition of Club News is about 
young people in our community.    They have taken to Rotakids with 
enthusiasm.  A recent meeting was held in the Forestry Centre of  
Marpool School grounds and the dayôs project was helping the  
community by tidying the woodlands to ensure they are safe for the 
younger pupils at the school. 
 
At the end of the meeting RotaKids Secretary Tia asked if she could 
make an announcement.  This is how it went:- 
 
"At the start of the RotaKids year we had 22 members" - pause - "Can I 
have a drum roll"  The RotaKids all clapped their knees. "Well, now we 
have 35 members"   Loud applause all round 
 
NOT A BAD ACHIEVEMENT?  59% growth in Membership in less than 
3 months. (An now 42 members and still growing). 
 

Rotakids Explained 

Rotakids is an exciting way for those 12 and under to lead and  
engage in activies which will make a difference in their school, in their 
local community and globally.  At the same time it will help them to take 
their place in society as responsible, successful and effective citizens 
both now and in the future. 
 
It is sponsored by a local Rotary Club in or near the town in which the 
school or group is located and is chartered through RIBI.  As citizenship 
is part of the school curriculum this is an opportunity for Rotary to  
expand and support the work already happening in school.  The  
decisions Made always involve the Rotarkids.   Jobs for fundraising or 
service projects can be divided up between the group in lesson times. 
This develops leadership skills and team working.at an early age. 
Rotakids take the following pledge to demonstrate their commitment to 
being good citizens. 

óAs a RotaKid I endeavour to be fair to all, to serve the community and 
to show respect for othersô. 

RotaKids will come up with ideas like:- 

1. Fundraising for charity; 

2. Leading on school and local community improvement projects; 

3. Improving the environmnent; 

4. Helping the elderly;  

5. Helping children in another country.     
 
 

 
 

The Rotary Family 

The Rotary family  

includes:- 

 
Rotary Community Corps 
A Rotary Community Corps 
is a group of non-Rotarians 
who share our commitment 
to service. Members plan 
and carry out projects in 
their communities and  
support local Rotary club 
projects.  

RotaKids 
Clubs for 7 to 12 year olds 

Interact 
For 12 to 18 year olds 

Roteract  
for 18 to 30s. 

Youth Exchange 
Giving young people the 
chance to see the world not 
as a tourist but living in  
peopleôs homes and im-
mersing in the local culture. 

Scholarships and  
Fellowships for Graduates 
and Post Graduate  
students in overseas  
universities.  

Above - The Rotakids  
display at Marpool Primary 
School, Exmouth and below 
working with Tesco. 
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For John 

Father Murphy walks 
into a pub in Donegal, 
and asks the first man 
he meets, 'Do you want 
to go to heaven?'  
 
The man said, 'I do, 
Father.' 
 
The priest said, 'Then 
stand over there 
against the wall.' 
 
Then the priest asked 
the second man, 'Do 
you want to go to  
heaven?' 
 
'Certainly, Father,' the 
man replied.  
 
'Then stand over there 
against the wall,' said 
the priest. 
 
Then Father Murphy 
walked up to O'Toole 
and asked, 'Do you 
want to go to heaven?' 
 
O'Toole said, 'No, I 
don't Father.'  
 
The priest said, 'I don't 
believe this.   You 
mean to tell me that 
when you die you don't 
want to go to heaven?' 
 
O'Toole said, 'Oh, 
when I die , yes.   I 
thought you were  
getting a group  
together to go right 
now.'  
 

 

 

 

John Pankhurst Remembered 

John Pankhurst   26th November 1922  ð 24th January 2017 

Graham advised us all back in January  óIt is with much sadness I advise you 
that our good friend John passed away peacefully at 2.00am this morning.  He 
will be remembered with great fondness by many of you for the way that he 
supported Rotary, along with his wife Christineô.  

Graham reported further that John was a member of the club for over 53 years 
and served on International, CS & V, Foundation and Youth Committees  ï but 
of course will be remembered for his major role in establishing the Emblems 
Project.  He joined The Rotary Club of Exmouth in September 1963 held the 
office of President in 1968/9 ï remembered fondly for his light-hearted humour 
ï especially for his opening remarks in the club bulletin of ñ I am not one for 
codswallop so read oné.ò The Club moved into The Manor Hotel under Johnôs 
guidance back in September 1968. He received the honour of a Paul Harris 
Fellowship in 2001 and in more recent years was given an Honorary  
Membership to our Club in July 2015ô.   We will remember him with great  
respect and send our sincere condolences to Christine and his family.   It has to 
be said that John used to come along to meetings each Monday bemused yet 
delighted that he was still alive at such a great age and able to fill his doggy 
bag for his beloved dog.   His sharp humour and observations always 
brought a smile to everyone's faces and helped to break tension where 

this sometimes arose in club deliberations.  It 
was a pleasure to see him arrive at club 
meetings on his electric bike, delighting in a 
blow along the Exe Cycle Trail which he 
thought was just fantastic.  As an  
entrepreneur in Exmouth, he and Christine 
built up a successful engineering business, 
employing many people and prepared to 
travel many miles in their little sports car to 
ensure that there was always work to keep 
the company working and successful.   
 
On 18th February at Lympstone Village Hall,  
Johnôs life was remembered at a celebration 
of his life.  On the left is a picture of John 
with the wishing well he donated and which 
continues to give at Crealy. 
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Big Bang 

Rotary is excited to be  
launching a new youth  
activity to coincide with our 
attendance at the UKôs  
biggest Science,  
Technology, Engineering 
and Maths (STEM) fair for 
young people in the UK ï 
The Big Bang Fair.  
 
OUR WORK  

OVERSEAS 

We support humanitarian 
causes in every continent of 
the world and our  
international network of 
clubs in over 200 countries 
provides us with an  
invaluable source of local 
knowledge and assistance. 
This ensures that our  
projects are delivered in the 
most efficient and cost  
effective way.  

Rotary in Numbers 

1.2million members 

35,000 + clubs 

16 million volunteer hours 

2.5 billion children  
immunised against Polio 

Over 200 countries have 
Rotary Clubs 

1,800 clubs within the UK 
and Ireland. 

50,000 Rotarians in the UK 
and Ireland 

And Inner Wheel 

646 Inner Wheel Clubs in 
the UK and Ireland 
 
17,000 Inner Wheelers in 
the UK and Ireland 
 

News from the Ruaha Carnivore Project 

Dr Amy Dickman, the Director of the Ruaha Carnivore Project, 
which the club has supported in the past, is one of the authors of a 
recently released paper on cheetahs, which calls for an urgent  
re-categorisation of the species from vulnerable to endangered. The 
paper confirms that the global cheetah population is estimated at a 
mere 7,100 individuals, confined to only 9% of their historical  
distributional range.  

The Ruaha Carnivore Project works actively to protect the cheetah  
population in the Ruaha landscape and runs a community camera  
trapping programme to encourage co-existence with wildlife, including 
cheetahs, on communal land, in exchange for community benefits. With 
support from our partners - which include the Cheetah SSP - we have 
also conducted the first assessment of cheetah populations around 
Ruaha and built the first predictive cheetah distribution map for this vital 
landscape. 

 

Photo: The iconic cheetah which is in steep decline. Ruaha is one of the last  
strongholds for cheetahs in East Africa, so our work on these cats is crucially important. 

Photo credit: Lorenzo Rossi 

(To read the full Ruaha Report, which makes our lives look positively pedestrian, ask  
Rotarian Ian Winks). 

Ocean Bowling and Fish and Chips 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

What better way to fill a winterôs night than a social evening of  
Bowling followed by a fish and chip supper organised by two of our 
newer members - Dirk and Keval.   Simon Wood was the highest scorer 
from the Gents (probably due to his training in an earlier life on the other 
side of the Atlantic) and Sarah Winks was top Lady probably because 
she is just good at sports and has a keen eye.   
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Unbelievable? 

Hard to believe writes 
Brian, but from the  
initiative of the six  
pupils from Marpool 
Primary School who 
wrote to our Rotary 
Club in 2014 the 
RotaKids Club was 
formed and this  
afternoon  42 children 
attended our RotaKids 
meeting. 

Sue Brown from 
Tesco's spoke to the 
meeting about their 
Bag Packing Fund 
Raising Event at the 
store on Friday 24th 
March and we all  
enjoyed a very lively 
Question & Answer 
session. 

President Lilly has  
taken to her roll with 
great pride and  
professionalism and 
during the meeting she 
presented Sue Brown 
with a RotaKids badge 
which she was proud 
to pin onto her Tesco 
uniform. 

On the wall at the front 
of the Main Hall there 
is now a six foot  
Display Panel  
containing  
photographs, news and 
information on 
RotaKids and the 
RotaKids Presidential 
Citation.  This is being 
used as an aspirational 
focus for the younger 
pupils.  (Pictures are 
displayed elsewhere in 
this edition of Club 
News). 

Green Army at Wembley 

Whichever team you support (or not) in our national game you just 

have to recognise that this picture of Brian, Dick and Eric with the Green 

Army at Wembley is happiness personified.   A highlight of Ericôs life 

without a doubt.  Well done lads, but Brian where is your green hat?  

Just for the record - this was the FA Cup third round against Liverpool 

on 8th January which was a nil -nil draw resulting in a gold mine for 

Plymouth Argyll with the replay at Home Park on 18th Jan, 0 -1 to  

Liverpool.  The windfall should stave off the liquidators for a bit longer.   

 

Just for the record, there are clear 

divisions in the club with these 3 

sneaking away to support  

Southampton.   There may have to 

be an enquiry about David, Simon 

and Georgeôs loyalties to the South 

West 

Purple Passion 

And in no time at all 

the crocuses bloomed in 

Exeter Road giving their 

message to the world that 

Polio is on the back foot 

and will soon be a thing of 

the past with a bit more 

determination and human 

effort. 


