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CLUB NEWS 

Out of Africa 

Ian Winks has sent in this report from Amy Dickman who the club supported a few years ago to help with 

provisioning a medical centre for the communities she works with in Africa.  Amy is part of the Ruaha Carnivore 

Project which, through Oxford University, is working to help local people to find ways to live with the great icons 

of wildlife which are endangered.   As population growth continues unabated, pressure on people and predators 

grows and Amy continues to work on this project to seek benefits for both.   

 

The team works with Lion Defenders who help local people to protect  

lions from traditional lion hunts and to find new ways to live with the King of the  

carnivores. 

 

They work to find ways to reduce  

poisoning events.   Often after a  

carnivore attack on a cow or a 

goat then a carcass is laced with 

poison knowing a return to the 

scene is likely.   Unfortunate side 

affects result  in other wildlife 

such as jackals, vultures and  

local dogs becoming victims too.   

Sadly one of the teamôs  

Anatolian Shepherds died as a 

result of eating poisoned meat.  

The importance of the teamôs 

work cannot be underestimated.  

 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Rotary Club of Exmouth & District   November 2016 

In This Issue:- 

Row On 

Nobody said it would be 

easy! 

DJ Goes over the top 

What other clubs do 

Itôs a Knockout 

Rotarian Francis  

Education Education  

Education 

Membership  

Development 

Onwards and Upwards 

 

Inner Workings  



2 

Two Clubs 

Joined in  

Fellowship 

The Rotary Club of  
Exmouth & District and 
the Rotary Club of  
Exmouth Raleigh met 
together for a joint  
fellowship dinner at the 
Manor Hotel, Exmouth 
on Monday 19th  
September 2016. 

The dinner, merged with 
our Clubôs Twilight  
Meeting, included a very 
interesting talk about 
Devon Air Ambulance. 
Our members had a 
great opportunity to 
catch up in friendship 
and fellowship with our 
colleagues in our sister 
Club and the event was 
very well supported by 
both Clubs. 

President John said, óI 
met Jan Eamer of the 
Raleigh Club at the  
District Conference  
earlier in the year when 
we were both President 
Elects. I expressed my 
view that our two  
Exmouth clubs ought to 
engage in a lot more 
joint enterprises and she 
felt the same way. Since 
then we have enjoyed 
the help of our Raleigh 
colleagues at the Kite 
Festival and this event 
served to further foster 
good fellowship between 
our two Clubs. I am 
looking forward to more 
such gatherings.ô     

(Continued from Page 1) 
 
The team has extended camera-trapping to 12 villages.  They set the traps 

and villages gain points for every wild animal camera trapped.   At the end of 

each quarter, the village with the highest points receives US$2,000 with cash 

prizes for the 2nd, 3rd and 4th villages too.   The benefits are split equally  

between education, healthcare and veterinary medicines, the top priorities set 

by the villagers themselves, who now see direct benefits associated with the 

presence of wildlife on village land. 

Hungry children donôt learn well at school.  The project has therefore set up  
to feed a nutritious porridge to primary children in Kitisi Village.   This is funded 
by Cleveland Metroparks Zoo and the Peoplesô Trust for Endangered Species.  
This has turned out to be one of the most valued benefits from the presence of 
the project.  The vision is that over time it will improve attitudes to wildlife,  
improve local livelihoods and ultimately reduce antagonism towards, and killing 
of large carnivores.    
 
The project is rolling out a carnivore sightings programme which  
collects data which is useful for tour guides in the Ruaha National Park  
bringing in the tourism dollar which can be used to support the local economy.   
 
This is just some of the information provided in the latest newsletter from the 
project.   With wildlife in decline all around the world, this pioneering project 
must be important not only for Africa but in every part of the globe.   Protecting 
the top predators is clearly of importance to the whole web of life and people 
need to coexist with nature rather than seek to conquer it.   
 
David Attenborough is quoted as saying, óThe fact is that no species has ever 
had such wholesale control over everything on earth, living or dead, as we now 
have.  That lays upon us, whether we like it or not, an awesome responsibility, 
in our hands now lies not only our own future, but that of all other living  
creatures with whom we share the earthô.   
 
This clubôs support encouraged by Ian Winks a few years ago was really  
appreciated, now benefiting the local people and indirectly supporting these 
iconic animals.   
 

Row on Row on! 

John Thorogood reports that The Clubôs C,S & V Committee recently  
considered an application for a grant from the Exmouth Rowing Club for the 
purchase of a specialist beach wheelchair for one of its disabled members, 
Michael Selley, who suffers from a slow and progressive form of multiple  
sclerosis. Whilst Michael can stumble short distances unaided he relies on a 
converted vehicle and wheelchair for normal day to day mobility and, in order 
to participate in his favourite hobby of rowing, he has to be physically carried 
across the beach to the boat. 
 
Aside from being undignified and embarrassing, this is a very challenging and 
risky process and therefore the urgent need for a special wheelchair was  
essential if he was to continue in his favourite activity.  

Our Club took a great interest in this application that was unanimously  
approved and a significant sum pledged towards its purchase, with the  
Exmouth Rowing Club making up the difference.   
 
However, in the meantime, Julia Tolman-May, daughter of Rtn. Dickson  
Tolman, came forward to kindly, and very generously, donate a similar    
                 (Continued on page 3) 
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Itõs the Way You Tell 

ôem 

A man came home drunk at 
four in the morning, and his 
wife was all over him, yelling at 
him, crying because she 
thought he was  with another 
woman.  
 "No, darling, I swear, I was at 
this pub, and it was so fancy 
that even the urinals were 
made of GOLD!" 
She said óI donôt believe youô, 
so she called the pub. "Hello," 
she said, "My husband claims 
to have  spent the night at your 
pub and I have one question; 
are your urinals covered in 
gold?"  
To which she heard the  
landlord say, "Hey, Clarence I 
think we have found the bloke 
who peed in your  
saxophone!"    

 

Sexist Jokes for the 

Ladies 

 

Of course women donôt work 
as hard as mené 
They get it right first time.  

What do you call a man who 
lost all of his intelligence? 
A widow.  

Why did God create man first? 
Because he needed a rough 
working model before creating 
the perfect specimen of the 
species.  

What does it mean when a 
man is in your bed gasping for 
breath and calling your name? 
You didnôt hold the pillow down 
long enough.  

Why do men like intelligent 
women? 
Opposites attract.  

Why does it take 100 million 
sperm to fertilize one egg? 
Because not one will stop and 
ask for directions.  
 
Not a óblondeô joke in sight! Go 
girls! 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Les Norcliffe, Secretary of Exmouth Rowing Club with President John pictured 
above and the wheelchair) 
 
wheelchair to the Exmouth Rowing Club, thus providing Michael with the  
equipment he needs in order to safely embark on a hobby he enjoys greatly 
and ensuring that the wheelchair is put to very good use. 

Les Norcliffe, Secretary of the Exmouth Rowing Club, said ñWe are very  
grateful to the Rotary Club of Exmouth & District for agreeing to help us with 
this purchase in the first instance, and extremely pleased that they were able to 
facilitate the very kind donation of a specialist wheelchair from Julia Tolman-
May that is perfect for our needs.ò   

Club President John Thorogood said ñOn behalf of our Club Iôd like to thank 
Dickson and Julia for making this possible. There was undoubtedly a very real 
risk that this disabled gentleman would, in the not too distant future, become 
unable to enjoy his favourite pastime because of a lack of proper equipment. 
Their kindness and generosity has ensured that this will not happen.ò   
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Itõs a  

Knockout! 
Martin Reports - We lost 
the plate!! ï Friday 21st 
October 2016 will go 
down in the history books 
of our Club as the  
evening we lost the 
plate!! Our noble and  
skilful skittlers were no 
match for the might of the 
Inner Wheel ladies. The 
plate that they so  
graciously awarded to 
this annual ñfunò  
competition was  
splendidly won by them , 
beating us by over 40 
pins!! Despite high  
scoring Ianôs efforts and 
the low scoring attempt 
by Cliff we lost heavily. 
The two Shirleys honed 
their skills and came out 
top for the ladies with 
Sandy keeping up her 
usual performance at the 
bottom. All jokes aside it 
was a lovely sociable 
evening and the best 
team one!! See you all 
next year.ò  
 
Things said by US  

Presidents  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
God Bless America! 

Good News and Bad News - ôNobody 

Said It Would Be Easyõ 

Rotary Foundation reports that it is delighted to have beaten its Purple Cro-

cus target by 1.25 million corms.    5 million was the target and 6.25 million 

have been purchased by clubs up and down the country.    All good for  

fundraising to End Polio Now and to raise awareness of the immensity of the 

task still to be achieved. 

Sadly two cases of the Wild Polio Virus have occurred in Nigeria where  

eradication was all but complete having been disease free for 15 months.   

When the Smallpox eradication programme took place several similar set backs 

occurred strengthening resolve to complete the job.   Funding is still needed to 

End Polio Now and it will not be complete until the world has been free of Polio 

for 3 years without any reported cases.   

DJ Goes Over the Top!  

Graham writes that The 'Disabled' Disco was again held at Lympstone Village 

Hall with thirty invited guests and their carers.  Always good fun and greatly 

enjoyed by everyone including Linda and Ann who made some new 

friends.  Shirley ran the usual raffle with everyone winning a prize.  Many 

thanks to Inner Wheel for their usual wonderful buffet and our team for  

preparing the Hall and running the bar.  Also to Dennis for organising.   Another 

event we organise with folks leaving with big smiles and so appreciative of a 

happy evening.  The DJ, as usual, sometimes 'going over the top'  

What Other Clubs Do? 

Ed says óThought I would look at what other 

clubs do so popped into my old club  

Cirencesterôs website and here is detail of an 

event which they organiseò. 

 

óAround 80 local youngsters (aged under 14) 

braved heavy rain to compete in the annual 

Cirencester Rotary Junior Biathlon, with  

running staged at Deer Park School and  

swimming at the town Leisure Centre. One 

competitor from the 2015 event went on to win 

a national title and so this yearôs event attracted 

both serious and ófunô competitors across the 

range of age-groups, from under 10 to under 

14ô.  
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Foundation - This Clubõs  

Contributiion 

In 2015/16 this is what the 
club did for Foundation: 
$90 per head contributed; 
1 more Paul Harrris Fellowship 
added; 
5k+ Purple Crocuses planted; 
Frank completed 3 years  
service as an Assistant  
Regional Rotary  
Foundation Co-ordinator,  
regional newsletter  
editor and Rotary  
Scholarships adviser to Zones 
17 & 18a districts and clubs; 
We sponsored a literacy  
project with the primary 
schools in Exmouth; 
With our RotaKids, provided 
dictionaries for a school in 
Uganda; 
As a member of D1175,  
conducted projects with  
established partnerships .  
For 2016/17 we: 
Target to raise at least $560 for  
Foundation; 
Encourage contribution of 
$26.50 from each member; 
Aim to contribute significantly 
to Polio Plus through Purple4 
Crocus; 
Aim to raise per capita giving to 
$100 per head; 
Will support Humanitarian  
Service projects. 
The club is clearly not asking 
what can Foundation do for 
us? but what can we do for  
Foundation? 

ROTARIAN  

FRANCIS  

WILLIAMS 

President John says, ñIt was 

wonderful to see all members 

of our Club, save for those on 

holiday or unwell, at Holy Trinity 

Church, Exmouth on Monday 3rd 

October 2016 to say goodbye to 

our friend - long serving, very  

respected and popular fellow Rotarian Francis Williams.  

I am sure I wasnôt alone in thinking that the Eulogy given by Francisô son, Aran, 

was one of the most sincere and moving tributes I have ever heard at any  

funeral, and the song óBlow the Wind Southerlyô, performed by his  

granddaughter Olivia Lagercrantz, was both very apt and beautifully sung.    

Francisô father, Howard, joined our club in 1938 and remained for 55 years until 

his death in 1993.  Francis followed in his fatherôs footsteps and joined in 1978 

aged 36 - a father and son serving in the Club together for 15 years. At his 

death Francis had served our Club for 38 years. 

Over the course of his long and loyal service, Francis served on the following 
committeesô:  CS & V ( 6 years); Youth (1 year); International (8 years);  
Fundraising (3 years) and The Walk or Ride (1 year). He was also active in the  
renovation of the sea front wishing well and, of course, best known for his  
collection of spectacles for Sight Savers that he promoted for several years. 
 
Rtn. Malcolm Pressey recollects, óBack in July 2010 Francis was part of a 
group of us who all went to Lympstone for a day to ó Meet the Marinesô. We 
were all invited to go on various aspects of the marines training ground but 
Francis being the most adventurous decided to attempt the full circuit training 
bit! Unfortunately he fell from one of the parallel bars and hit his head on the 
gravel pit on the other side. You can see the outcome in the collage, and he 
ended up with a nasty wound on his forehead. But Francis being Francis did 
not stop at that and continued to see the day out by joining in every activity that 
the Marines asked of us. He was a very determined man and would not let an 
injury stop him.ô 
 
Rtn David Brunwin had fond memories of Francis, óIt wasn't long after Francis 
had taken up golf, that I played with him in a Rotary event at Sidmouth golf 
club. During the round, he frequently out hit me using a four Iron, against my 
driver. A sobering experience! Francis was a strong and tenacious sportsman 
and a quick learner.ô 
 
Rtn Frank Hart-Venn recalled  óIn May 2007, our club hosted a Group Study 

Exchange team from India. Francis and Karen hosted two team members,  

Alison and George one team member, Ian and Sarah one team member whilst 

Bev and I hosted the team leader. I have included some pictures of an Indian 

themed supper at Francis' house that was just one of the many fond memories 

I have of Francis and his great hospitality.ôò 
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